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Students in ECE 3300: Foundations of Electromagnetic and Transmission Lines will be creating 3 minute oral presentations to a non-technical impromptu audience concerning radio frequency safety issues that affect everyone, such as: are cell phones safe and is it dangerous to live near high voltage power lines?  The timing of the assignment offers opportunities for the students to present these speeches to their non-technical family members and receive feedback.  This serves the purposes of relieving the anxiety surrounding public speaking and communicating to the student’s family the nature and application of the technical information their loved one is learning thus demonstrating the return on their investment.


After the break, the lecture class will divide into small groups and deliver these speeches to one another.  But, they will have 3 minutes to adapt their talks to an audience pulled from a hat of potential audiences on note cards such as;  a lawyer trying to sue your company, a 10 year old, a new cell phone user that is considering moving into a home under high voltage lines, etc.  This assignment demonstrates the practical application of their newly acquired theoretical know-how to humanity.  This models reality in that safety concerns are always ripe topics for conversation among the public and the expert engineer.  This speaking assignment also teaches the student how to analyze an audience and the importance of adapting the speech and material to that immediate audience.

